Shawen Williams is a Private Financial Manager in Bristol, Rhode Island.  Her work is in asset management, financial investments, property sale and acquisition, estate settlement, recovery of unclaimed funds, and sale of tangibles.  Prior to her present position, Ms. Williams had worked as an International Marketing Manager and Seafood Broker in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and as a Computer Consultant and Tutor in London.  She received an MBA in Finance from Cass Business School in London, England, and a BA in Mathematics with a minor in Art/Architecture from Smith College, Northampton, MA.
Board activity:

2015 Rhode Island Land Trust Council – newly elected.
This is a statewide coalition of land trusts which supports their missions and operations.

2014 - present Prudence Conservancy Director; 1991-2004 Director, Nominating Committee; 
1998-present Greene Point Reserve Committee; 2004-present Emeritus Board member.

Board contributions:  through her direct experience of the spin-off from Preserve RI of Blithewold’s management and fundraising, the Board was able to use the example as a template for the present structure of the Farnham Farm Trustees being a nearly independent sub-committee of the Prudence Conservancy.  Ms. Williams was instrumental in the remaining property transfer held by Preserve RI to the Prudence Conservancy (see below).
2005-2014 Portsmouth Open Space Committee.
This was an advisory committee to the Portsmouth Town Council.  It reviewed and recommended projects appropriate for Town funding of acquisition or protection of farmland and open space.  Prudence Island projects completed: Blount (166 ac., in 2007) and Ballard (128 ac., in 2009) tracts.

2000-2007 founding board member of the Art League of Rhode Island; Secretary; Governance Committee.  ALRI encourages and promotes artistic recognition, growth, integrity, and excellence within the arts and among artists in Rhode Island.
1998-2004 founding board member of (Save) Blithewold, Inc.  Served as liaison board member to Preserve RI.  Gala Committees – there have been 9 since 1998. 
2006-2013 Nominating Committee (non-board).  
2011 appointed to the Chairman’s Council. 

1997 – 2005 Preserve Rhode Island, Trustee; 1999-2005 Secretary, Executive Board; liaison board member to (Save) Blithewold, Inc.  
Preserve RI (formerly Heritage Trust of RI) had owned over 1200 undeveloped acres on Prudence Island since the late 1950s. The vast majority of this holding was acquired by RIDEM/NOAA, with 1/3 being transferred to the Prudence Conservancy in 1993.  Serving on both boards uniquely positioned Ms. Williams to subsequently execute a 7-year project which successfully transferred the ownership and stewardship of the remaining 22 acres held by PRI on Prudence to the Prudence Conservancy in 2005, as a straight transfer with no funds exchanged.  PRI also holds and manages several properties of cultural and historical significance elsewhere in Rhode Island, including Blithewold in Bristol and the Governor Henry Lippitt House in Providence.  
Ties to Prudence:
In 1875 Ms. Williams’ great-grandfather George Washington Williams co-founded Prudence Park, a substantial summer community, on approximately 300 acres.  It was platted as 1300 lots, a grid of streets, and a steamboat dock, on the west side of Prudence Island.  His descendants, including her family, continue to summer there.  In 1997, her extended family agreed to donate the undeveloped property from the original plat of Prudence Park to the Audubon Society of Rhode Island (c. 240 acres) and the balance, including the steamboat dock and most of the Prudence Park waterfront, to the Prudence Conservancy (c. 20 acres).  

Ms. Williams is very familiar with Prudence Island, its issues and geography, through family and personal experience.  In addition to her expertise in finance, marketing, and funding, she brings to the Prudence Conservancy Board of Directors a working knowledge of Rhode Island real estate law pertaining to property transactions, conservation easements, and management plans.  She played a major role in directing and coordinating her family’s donation of 260 acres on the Island.  That project involved negotiating with the organizations receiving the land, with family members, acquiring appraisals and surveys, composing conservation easements, reviewing legal documents and titles, describing property, researching property and personal tax issues, and obtaining partial funding for the project.  While serving on the Portsmouth Open Space Committee, she ensured that Prudence Conservancy property acquisition projects got a fair hearing and were successfully completed with the Town’s generous support.  




